History of the Wallaringa Orienteers

Based on ‘A Short History of Wallaringa’ authored by Jenny Casanova and Peter Cutten

in 2005, with further information obtained from interviews with Peter Cutten, John Clark

and Anthony (‘Tony’) Rathjen in 2013, other sources in 2018/2019, from a folder of early

Wallaringa Club minutes made available by John and Peter Clark in 2021, and a similar
folder of his club’s minutes from OHOC member David Tilbrook.

John Clark and Tony Rathjen c. 1980
They appear to be pointing to the future

Formation - one club becomes two

We often hear of a loss of members leading to the amalgamation of clubs; the reverse was true
in the southern Adelaide Hills during 1977-1978. The Onkaparinga Orienteering Club (OO or
0OO0C) had grown so big, that in mid-1978 it was decided to form two clubs. Those living in the
southern hills were to become Onkaparinga Hills Orienteering Club (OHOC), whilst those from
the plains were to be the Wallaringa Orienteers.

The inaugural meetings of both OHOC and the Wallaringa Orienteers® (its official name,
though it is often referred to as the Wallaringa Orienteering Club) were held separately on
December 4, 1978. In the minutes of the inaugural Wallaringa meeting it is stated that present
were John and June Clark?, Geoff Davidson, Geoff Mitchell, Jeremy and Maxine Cape, Graham
Wilson, Peter Cutten, Cynthia, Tony (Anthony) and Peter Rathjen®, ‘Mr and Mrs Melrose’,
Kevin Hendreck, Peter Ashforth and Brian Wale”. Also mentioned as being Club members were
Brian O’Neill, Roger Cooke, and J Boulton. Hence all the above, apart from Brian Wale, were
Foundation Members.

The name of the new Club was discussed (its provisional name was ‘Paringa’). Many
suggestions were made and after most had been eliminated, ‘Giles’, “Warrigal’ and ‘Wallaringa’
were voted on. Wallaringa, meaning ‘running through’ in an Aboriginal language, was decided

! Minutes of the Wallaringa inaugural meeting are shown in Appendix 1

2 The Clarks had been members of OOC since 1976

® The Rathjens were inaugural members of OOC in 1975

* Although minuted as being present at the meeting, Brian became a member of OHOC



on, John Clark outlined the Club’s constitution which was accepted, and inaugural office
bearers were elected: President - A Rathjen; Secretary - G Davidson; Treasurer - Peter Cutten;
Assistant Secretary - G Mitchell; Publicity - M Cape; Equipment - G Wilson. In 1979 further
office bearers were appointed: Training - J Cape; Social - G Mitchell; Orienteering Association
of South Australia (OASA) council representatives - B O’Neill and J Cape.

The practical aspects of dissolving the Onkaparinga Orienteering Club and the division of
assets and responsibilities to OHOC and Wallaringa was formalised at a meeting held on
February 9, 1979 of three representatives of OHOC (John Daenke, Peter Nicholls, Gary
Seifried) and four from Wallaringa (A Rathjen, P Cutten, G Davidson, G Wilson)®.

Rod Nicholls, Greg Rowberry, Fiona Cutten, Anne Touhy, Martin Butterfield, Peter
Naumann, R Cardwell and Jim and Geoff Rathjen (and others) came in as new participants in
1979. That year Wallaringa were responsible for the South Australian Orienteering
Championships held on the Mt Crawford and Devil Gully Maps and attracting 261 entries.

In 1980 Peter Ashforth became the second president and Cynthia Rathjen the second
secretary of the Club. Peter Naumann designed the Club Logo and Paul the Club letterhead that
year®.

Other reminiscences

John Clark recalled joining the original Onkaparinga Club after being encouraged to do so by
his son Peter Clark, who was himself inveigled to become an orienteer by Tony Rathjen.
However, soon after becoming an orienteer, Peter went overseas for a full seven years (1976-
1983), so was not there for the formation of Wallaringa, but was made a member of Wallaringa
in absentia at its formation and became an active participant on his return.

On July 16, 1984 the Wallaringa Orienteers became incorporated.

Wallaringans and the beginnings of OASA

John Clark played a prominent role in the process leading up to the formation of Orienteering
Association of South Australia (OASA, later OSA) and its affiliation with to the Orienteering
Federation of Australia in 1977. This included working within the constitutional committee
which recommended that OASA become an association of clubs. John himself recalls teaming-
up with fellow Onkaparingan John Daenke (who went to OHOC on its formation) to draw up a
constitution for both clubs and this then becoming the basis of that of OASA. John Clark was
most proud of the service he gave to the South Australian orienteering community through
organising regular social and fundraising activities at events. These provided a much needed
social focus for participants, in a sport which is usually focussed on individuality.

Tony Rathjen was president of OASA in 1980. Greg Rowberry was treasurer from 1984 to
1986. During 1985 and 1986 Peter Cutten served as OASA president and then took over as
treasurer for three years from 1987.

The Club Logo and Banner

The Club’s original logo had the image of a dingo (bearing some resemblance to the Rathjens’
kelpie) on a blue and white flag. It first appeared on Club T-shirts in 1980 and in 1982 on the
95x95 cm banner hand-painted by Graham Wilson (with Graham spending some twenty hours
to accomplish the task). Later, the Club banner and interim logo design changed to one drafted

> Minutes of this meeting are shown in Appendix 2
® Photographs of some Wallaringans of the early 1980s are shown in Appendix 3



by Phil Stoeckel, with the Club colours of blue, orange and white depicted as three emblematic
hills. The professionally produced banner, 80x170 cm, was flown regularly from January 2007.
In 2017 the dingo reappeared with a silhouette of a canine being added to the hills. This is the
present club logo (see photos Page 8).

A long list of mapped areas

Before 1979, future Wallaringans, particularly the Rathjen family, had mapped Scott Creek,
Belair, Mount Crawford and Eden Hills, and to this day the maps of Belair and Mt Crawford are
common property of Wallaringa and OHOC, each having shared use of these areas for events.

In 1979, the first year of the Club’s existence, Wallaringans made a new Mt Crawford map
(cartographer J Rathjen) as well as mapping Devil Gully (cartographers A Rathjen and B
O’Neill). Tony Rathjen, Club president that year (and president of OASA in 1980), writing in
his end-of-year annual report, stated that these maps were “easily the best so far produced in
South Australia”.

During the earliest times maps were made by Club members at minimal expense, using
sighting compasses and sometimes a hand held distance finder, but mostly distance was
measured by counting the number of metre paces. It was only later that professional or semi-
professional mappers were engaged. Tony Roberts (who joined Wallaringa in 1983) recalls that
the 1991 Woodhouse map was the first orienteering map in SA drawn on a computer. It was
done from contours drafted by someone from aerial photography. Tony did the field work and
then drew the map using MacDraw on a Mac |1 (the state of the art for desktop computers at the
time). Using MacDraw was quite laborious for Tony who remembers that OCAD did not come
into use in SA until a year or two later.

Below is a list of Wallaringan maps produced in its first twenty years.

1979 Mt Crawford
1979  Devil Gully
1981 Kenton Valley
1982 Mylor
1984  Wirra Wirra
1985 Hannaford Hump
1986 Lucky Hit
1988 Mylor - Gooden
1990 Merridee
1991  Arbury Park
1991 SE Parklands
1991 Woodhouse
1992 Moon Rocks
1992 Ridge Park
1993 East Adelaide
1993 Lindisfarne
1993 Mt Crawford (new ver.)
1994  Devil Gully (new ver.) 0\ U N —\ (& \{
1996  Woodhouse (new ver.) i\ e e NN ) i s
1997  Belair (new ver.) A portion of the 1979 Devil Gully map produced by Wallaringans G
Davidson, B O’Neill, A Rathjen, G Rathjen, J Rathjen and P
Rathjen (and R Cardwell).
The map is in full colour and oriented to magnetic north (unlike
many early maps). The north-south lines are 500 m apart.




Equipment

The first Club equipment officer was Graham Wilson, followed by Bob Brooks, Phil Stoeckel, Jim
Casanova and finally Peter Cutten until 2018. Since then the position has not been formalised.

Most of Wallaringa’s early equipment was
made and designed by Phil Stoeckel with
some help from other members at working
bees held at Phil’s house. This included
control stands, toilets, results boards and many
other items. One year Phil even erected a
bridge over the creek alongside the Mylor oval
to allow competitors to finish on the oval for
the SA Schools Championships.

Early in its existence the Club decided to
buy its own O trailer rather than ‘chase all
around town’ for the OASA one and Phil
Stoeckel, along with Peter Cutten first
negotiated the purchase of a pop-up caravan in
the mid 1980s. Later, c. 2002, an ‘Active Club
Grant’ from the Office of Recreation and
Sport enabled us to replace the caravan with a
smart trailer. This unfortunately was lost to
theft in February 2007 but quickly replaced
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Geoff Davidson and Neil Ludvigsen testing Phil
Stoeckel’s bridge at Mylor in preparation for the
South Australian Schools Championships in 1988.
Photo courtesy of Phil 2021

and is still in use in 2021.

Three W21 Elites in one club

As with other clubs, Wallaringa members come and go (and then re-appear years later). Over
the years there has been a dearth of young women but the arrival of the Casanova girls and later
Amber Tomas helped redress the imbalance, while some ‘occasional’ orienteers and willing
non-orienteer workers have made lasting contributions to the Club. Wallaringa was one of the
few Australian clubs which could, during 2001-2002, field an elite W21 relay team.

Other champion performers have included Anne and Peter Rathjen, Susanne and Jenny
Casanova, Amber Tomas, Miguel Clark, Lisa Stoeckel, Michael Ashforth, Toby Clark and Rae
Harris, all of whom have represented Australia or won top national ranking in their age groups.

The Clark Trophy

In spite of his protests, John Clark, together with his wife June, became Honorary Life Members
of the Wallaringa Orienteers at the end of 1982 (an honour he jokingly held was bestowed on
him because the Club committee decided having a life member would lend the Club gravitas) ’.
John felt he should reciprocate, and in 1983 donated the Clark Trophy for Wallaringa Junior of
the Year. The trophy has been awarded annually, and each year John Clark has attached a small
engraved plaque to the wooden shield naming that year’s recipient.

The complete list of recipients is as follows:

" As per notes from the final meeting of 1982 which conclude: Welcome 2 families; J & J Clark & Clay
family as life members of WO. John Clark; Unconstitutionality protested.



Inner Shield

1983 — Jane Rathjen

1984 — Ben Davidson

1985 — Tanya Robertson

1986 — Jenny Casanova

1987 — Jenny Casanova

1988 — Susanne Casanova

1989 — Jenny Casanova

1990 — Susanne Casanova

1991 — Lee Stoeckel e

1992 — Miguel Clark A s

1993 — Lexie Ashforth S/

1994 — Lee Stoeckel

1995 — Miguel Clark

1996 — Miguel Clark

1997 — Lexie Ashforth and
Miguel Clark

Outer Shield

1998 — Michael Ashforth

1999 — Adam and
Michael Kreminski

2000 — Lisa Stoeckel

2001 — Lisa Stoeckel

2002 — Lisa Stoeckel and
Toby Clark

2003 — Lisa Stoeckel

2004 — Toby Clark

2005 — Andrew Mogridge

2006 — N/A

2007 — Andrew Mogridge

2008 to 2010 — N/A

2011 — Will Kennedy

2012 — Will Kennedy

2013 — Will Kennedy

2014 — Angus Mills

2015 — Justin Shao

2016 to 2019 — N/A

2020 — Jessica Jarvis

Another Trophy
The OASA lIsosport Adelaide Metr-
O-League Cup came into existence in
1995 as an award for the most
successful club in competition
outside of the Orienteer of the Year
events, and was sponsored by a
popular range of sport supplements.
Wallaringa won the cup in 1998 and
2003 after which, with the decrease
in numbers of participants, it ceased
to be awarded and is still in
Wallaringa’s possession.

Club office bearers twenty years after formation

In 1998 the President and Map Librarian was Bob Brooks; Secretary - Peter Clark; Treasurer
and Membership Officer - Alan Andersen; OASA Council Representative and Technical Officer
- Jenny Casanova; Equipment Officer - Jim Casanova; Controls & Signs and OASA Council
Representative - Phil Stoeckel; Newsletter Editor - Lexie Ashforth.

Office bearers forty years after formation

In 2018 the President, Club Contact and Newsletter Editor was Peter Kreminski; Vice-president
- Robin English; Secretary - Frank Tomas; Treasurer - Michael Westover and Lexie Ashforth;
Equipment Officer - Peter Cutten; Technical Officer and OSA Representative - Jenny Casanova;
Map Archivist and Eventor Officer - Tyson Hillyard; OSA Representative - Andrew Kennedy;
Website Manager - Mark Overton; Club Coach - Meredith Rasch.
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Wallaringa’s 41° Birthday

2019 was a year of marked change for the Club with Tyson Hillyard becoming President, Jenny
Casanova the Vice-president and Rachael Upton the Secretary; thus almost halving the average
age of these Club officers. A new generation has arrived, joining their contemporaries Mike
Westover and Lexie Ashforth (joint Treasurers). Also this year the 41* anniversary of the Club
was celebrated on November 16 in conjunction with the AGM and end of year Club get-
together. The event was later reported in the Newsletter as follows:

The weather was perfect and the Club provided pizza baked on the spot, fruit and of course a
birthday cake to satisfy our appetites. Apart from Wallaringans we also hosted former Club
member Susanne Casanova and her family, Rob Tucker (President of OSA) and Robin and
Adrian Uppill (representatives of OHOC — the other club that formed when the original
Onkaparinga Orienteering Club split in December 1978).

Above Left: Peter Cutten, Loreen Tomas and Robin English with OSA President, Rob Tucker
Above Right: Frank Tomas, Peter Ashforth and Andrew Waterman

Below: Twenty-one of the attendees; the adults left to right are: Amber Tomas, Rachael Upton and Paula
Ashforth; then top to bottom, Peter Cutten, Robyn Cutten and Lexie Ashforth; then Phil Stoeckel and Jim
Casanova; then top to bottom, Andrew Waterman, Dorothy Casanova and Jenny Casanova; then top to bottom,
Michael Westover, Robin English, Oliveira Waterman and Fern Hillyard; then Tyson Hillyard and Peter
Thorpe. Four of the next generation of Wallaringa Orienteers are also pictured.
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Wallaringa Life Members and Past Office Holders

Honorary Life Members of the Wallaringa Orienteers in 2021

John Clark (dec) and June Clark (dec), awarded 1982
Tony Rathjen (dec), awarded before 2000
Jim Casanova and Dorothy Casanova, awarded 2009
Rae Harris (dec), awarded 2009
Peter Cutten and Robin Cutten, awarded 2012
Phil Stoeckel, awarded 2013
Allan Anderson, awarded 2017
Peter Ashforth and Paula Ashforth, awarded 2017
Jim Rathjen, awarded 2017

Presidents, Secretaries and Treasurers to 2021
The list is incomplete but based on best available information

Presidents Neil Ludvigsen 1985

Tony Rathjen 1978/79 Dorothy Casanova 1986

Peter Ashforth 1980-1981 Gary Charman 1987-1988
Greg Rowberry 1982 Dorothy Casanova 1989-1992
Peter Cutten 1983-1984 Karen Janezic 1993-1994
John Haigh 1985 Robyn and Peter Cutten 1995-1996
Neil Ludvigsen 1986-1988 Peter Clark 1997-2001

Geoff Davidson 1989-1992 Frank Tomas 2002-2018
David Simmons 1993-1994 Rachael Upton 2019-

Bob Brooks 1995-1998

Phil Stoeckel 1999-2000 Treasurers

Peter Cutten 1978-1982
Graham Kuerschner 1983-1984
Bob Brooks 1985-1989

Jenny Casanova 2001-2003
Peter Kreminski 2004-2018
Tyson Hillyard 2019-

? 1990-1992
Secretaries Allan Andersen 1993-2004
Jeremy Cape 1978/79 Regina Rueter 2005-2018
Cynthia Rathjen 1980 Lexie Ashforth and Michael Westover
Ann Tuohy 1981-1982 2019-

Cynthia Rathjen 1983-1984

The earliest Club membership list that has been found dates from 1992. That year there were 36
individual memberships and with many of those being families there was a total of 110
members. In 2021 there were 39.

Outstanding Wallaringans at State and National level

Tony Rathjen, President of OASA in 1980
Anne Rathjen and Peter Rathjen®, represented Australia at APOC (Asia Pacific Orienteering
Championships) in 1980

& Reminiscing about his son in 2013, Tony Rathjen spoke of Peter’s exceptional memory: “He can
remember every split in all events he ever ran in”. Peter was awarded a Rhodes Scholarship in 1985.



Peter Cutten, President of OASA in 1985 and 1986 (Treasurer in 1987), awarded the OA
(Orienteering Australia) David Hogg Medal for Services to Event Management in 2010, and
together with Robyn made Life Member of OSA in 2011

Jenny Casanova, World Rogaining Champion in 1996, received the John Hall Memorial
Service Award from OSA in 2011

Susanne Casanova, represented Australia at JWOC (Junior World Orienteering
Championships) in 1996 and WOC (World Orienteering Championships) in 2004, 2012 and
2013 and is a silver medallist from WMOC (World Masters Orienteering Championships) 2011
Amber Tomas, represented Australia at JWOC in 1998 and 2000

Miguel Clark, represented Australia at JWOC in 2002

Rae Harris, received a Certificate of Merit in 2016 from the Women's Suffrage Centenary
Recreation and Sport Task Force, as an acknowledgement for her long devotion to orienteering
at a senior level

Three recent images

WALLARINGA

44

ORIENTEERS

Left to right: 1. The original 1982 Wallaringa Orienteers banner pictured in 2019 with four Foundation
Members of the Club: Paula and Peter Ashforth, and Robyn and Peter Cutten.
2. The present-day banner, first flown in January 2007
3. The modern Wallaringa logo as seen on Club shirts and letterheads from 2017

P Kreminski
August 2021
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Appendix 1

Minutes of the inaugural meeting of the Wallaringa Orienteers, 4 December 1978 — page 1

7
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Inaugural Meeting of the Wallaringa Orienteerinz Club

Monday 4 December, Fallarton Cenire,

Present: John znd June Clark, Geoff Davidson, Geof lMitchdll, Jeremy and
Maxine Cape, Grzham Wilcon, Peter Cutten, Cynthia, Tony and Peter Rathjen,

Mr. 2nd lirs. Melrose, Kevin Handreck, Peter Ashforth,Brian iale,

Disca%ﬁbn of history of Onkaparinga 0.C. and the need to spnlit into two clubs.
liotion : That assembled people combine together to form 2n orienteering
cluk, name to be decided. (Clark/iale). Passed manimously,

Adootion of Constitution : John Clark outlined constitution, Draft constitution

was acceoted with two amendmentzi-

Clazise 3 (?)

STUDENT MEMBERS: Any percon under the age of 25 who is a full time student
and who presents the aosoropriate student czrd,

Clause 13 part 4 3rd line:

Tnsert STID<NT HMEIHBESR and JUNIOR HENBER.

Election of Officers

President: A Rathjen

Secretary: G. Davidson

Ireasurer: P, Cutten

Asz, Secretary: G. Nitchell

Pablicity: Maxine Cape

Eo1ipments G, Wilson

Training: Jeremy Cape

1979 Progrem

Belair Nationnl Park(l): 0,Davidson, J.Zoulton, P. Ashforth
Belair Nationel Park (2): P =2nd C. Rathjen, ¥.Handreck, G.7ilson

1979 State Ciampionship Maooing:

Brian O'Neill,Roger Cooke, Jecremy Cuve, Peter Ashforth, Tony Rathjen, Geoff
Davidson .
Mectings : Executive meeting to be held 2zt Fullarton Park on the lNonday

before events run by club. Rehesh evenings af'ter major events,
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Minutes of the inaugural meeting of the Wallaringa Orienteers, 4 December 1978 — page 2

/

Recommended fees 1979

Family membershio 313  (Club fec $4)

Individual membershin 314  (Cludb fee 32)

2

>

Stadent membershio 36 (Jiab fee 31)

Club mceting to be held before the event at ! ingston Park (December 17).

Club name: There were many sugrestions, the votins for itne finel three

B

being between Giles, Yarrigal, and UWallarinsza, Voting for lisllarin-z (6/5),

nence this was adopted 2s club name to be confirmed 2t next meeting,
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Appendix 2
Minutes of meeting formalising split of OOC into OHOC and Wallaringa

o,
&

MINUTES OF MEETING OF REPRESENTATIVES OF ONKAPAR
HILLS ORIENTEERING CLUB AND ORIENTEERING
CLUB _HELD ON FEBRU. 9 979

PRESENT: John Daenke
Peter Nicholls
Gary Siefried

Onkaparinga Hills

Tony Rathjen
Peter Cutten
Geoff Davidson
Graham w;/sen .

Wallaringa

Questions of winding up of Onkaparinga Orienteering Club
were discussed and following decisions made:

1. Existing maps to be divided equally between each club.
Equipment officers to arrange.

2, Either club may buy coloured maps from the other at
30¢ per map and black and white maps at 10¢ per map.
Other sale prices to be:

(a} to outsiders ineclwding WEA - 50¢,
(b) to other orienteers including Army - 40¢
(c¢) black and white - 10¢.

3. Other equipment to be held in joint ownership and kept
as a common ppol. Equipment officers of each club to
liaise as to its use.

4. Mt, Crawford Badge Event.
(a) Map to be paid for from following sources.
(1) Onkaparinga bank account.
(2) Event proceeds.
(3) Advertising.
(4) Each club to contribute equally to any shortfall.

(b) Event to be a joint event with WOC to draw map and set
course and OHOC to do organisation.

5. Onkaparinga Orienteering Club account to be closed not
later than June 30, 1979 and proceeds if any to be diviled

equally.

6. Each club to contact OASA with regard to future events.
WOC have no objection to OHOC requesting an event at
Belair in August 1979.

7. Trim Course.
Maps to be divided between the clubs.
Both clubs to get proceeds from events.
Both clubs to share initial kiosk and map sales equally.

8. State Championship.
OHOC to conduct a warm-up event at Mt., Crawford on
Saturday preceding State Championship. Question of the
level of this event discussed but no firm decision made.
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Appendix 3 — the 1980s

Peter and Paula Ashforth supplied this collection of photographs of Wallaringa members taken in the early 1980s,
possibly by Anne Wilson. Moreover, Peter and Paula were able to identify most of these young people. Of the 14,
three are still members of the club in 2021: Meredith Rasch, Tony Roberts, and Peter Cutten.

Patar Cutten

John Rathjen




